
Professor

Cooley Law School 
has a faculty that has 
distinguished itself in
both scholarly achieve-
ment and the practice of
law. Each faculty member
has been selected for 
his or her academic 
background, coupled
with experience as a
practicing attorney.

Experience
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Professor D’Isa was in private practice as a litigation 
associate with the law firms of Pretzel & Stouffer in Chicago,
and Phelan,Tucker, Boyle & Mullen in Iowa City, Iowa. In law
school, she was a member of the Creighton Law Review, and
she served as a research assistant to the Nebraska Supreme

Court for the Jury Instructions Project. She also
clerked for the Douglas County Attorney’s office

in Omaha, Neb. She is a member of the Iowa,
Nebraska, and Michigan state bars, and she is
a Fellow of the State Bar of Michigan
Foundation. She serves as a contributing
editor to the American Bar Association’s
Preview of United States Supreme Court
Cases. Professor D’Isa was most 
recently recruited by the American Bar
Association’s Division of Legal
Education to  author “The American Bar

Association Legal Guide for Women,”
which was published this year

by Random House
Reference (2005).

Mary Phelan D’Isa EDUCATION

B.A. ST. MARY’S COLLEGE, NOTRE

DAME 1981 

J.D. CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY 1984 

M.S.J. NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 1988

COURSES

PROFESSOR D’ISA TEACHES CIVIL

PROCEDURE I AND CIVIL PROCEDURE II.

SHE HAS TAUGHT JURISDICTION AND LEGAL

RESEARCH & WRITING, AND SHE SERVED AS

THE FACULTY ADVISOR TO THE LAW REVIEW.

BACKGROUND

PROFESSOR D'ISA RECEIVED HER MASTER

OF SCIENCE IN JOURNAL ISM FROM

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY’S MEDILL

SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM IN EVANSTON,

ILL., WITH AN EMPHASIS IN MAGAZINE

PUBLISHING AND LEGAL REPORTING. SHE WON

FIRST PLACE IN A WRITING COMPETITION

SPONSORED BY THE IOWA BAR. THE IOWA

SUPREME COURT CITED ONE OF HER

ARTICLES IN A LANDMARK INSURANCE LAW

CASE, AND THE MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT

CITED ANOTHER ONE OF HER ARTICLES IN

A NO-FAULT INSURANCE CASE.

Experience
“Our mission is practical legal scholarship: it
drives my teaching and my writing. Our faculty
members have real-world experience and our
students graduate practice-ready.”
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