
Associate Professor

Cooley Law School 
has a faculty that has 
distinguished itself in
both scholarly achieve-
ment and the practice of
law. Each faculty member
has been selected for 
his or her academic 
background, coupled
with experience as a
practicing attorney.

Experience

www.cooley.edu

EDUCATION

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

B.A. UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

J.D., MAGNA CUM LAUDE, UNIVERSITY OF

MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL 1981 

COURSES

PROFESSOR CHADWICK TEACHES TORTS I

AND II, AND EQUITY AND REMEDIES

BACKGROUND

BEFORE JOINING THE COOLEY FACULTY,

PROFESSOR KAREN L. CHADWICK WAS

ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL FOR

PLASTECH ENGINEERED PRODUCTS, INC. HER

AREAS OF PRACTICE INCLUDED COMMERCIAL

LITIGATION, REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

AND WORKERS’ COMPENSATION. PRIOR TO

TEACHING AT WSU AND UDM, PROFESSOR

CHADWICK WAS AT BUTZEL LONG, P.C.

WHERE SHE WAS A LITIGATOR, PRIMARILY IN

THE AREAS OF PRODUCTS LIABILITY AND

COMMERCIAL DISPUTES. 

Karen Chadwick
Professor Chadwick previously taught at the University of Detroit Mercy
Law (UDM) from 1990-1999. At UDM she taught Torts, Products Liability,
Advanced Torts, Legal Writing and Workers Compensation. At the time she
left UDM, Professor Chadwick was a tenured Associate Professor of Law.
Professor Chadwick also taught at Wayne State University Law School as an
instructor of Legal Writing and Research and Advanced Writing from 1987-
1990. In 1999, she taught Products Liability as an adjunct professor at WSU. 

Professor Chadwick has written a number of articles in the 
Torts area. Her most recent article, Is Leisure-Time Smoking 
a Valid Employment Consideration?, 70 Alb. L. Rev. 117 (2006),
addresses the potential conflict between an individual’s
right to privacy with respect to leisure-time activities 
and the right of an employer to refuse to hire 
employees who smoke cigarettes. 

Professor Chadwick has also written on causation 
in products liability cases and negligent infliction of 
emotional distress. “Causing” Enhanced Injuries in
Crashworthiness Cases, 48 Syracuse L. Rev. 1223
(1998); Fear of Aids: The Catalyst forExpanding
Judicial Recognition of a Duty to Prevent
Emotional Distress Beyond Traditional Bounds, 
25 N.M.L. Rev 143 (1995). 

Intellec†ual
“Students constantly inspire me to think
about Tort law in new, creative, and practical
ways. My scholarship attempts to mesh the
intellectual aspects of Tort law with practical
applications.”

“Students constantly inspire me to think
about Tort law in new, creative, and practical
ways. My scholarship attempts to mesh the
intellectual aspects of Tort law with practical
applications.”
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COOLEY PROFESSORS PUBLISH

ON TOPICS RANGING FROM

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW TO

ZONING.

KAREN CHADWICK:
IS LEISURE-TIME SMOKING A VALID EMPLOYMENT

CONSIDERATION?, 70 ALB. L. REV. 117 (2006) 


