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Cooley Law School

has a faculty that has
distinguished itself in
both scholarly achieve-
ment and the practice of
law. Each faculty member
has been selected for

his or her academic
background, coupled
with experience as a
practicing attorney.

Joseph Kimble

Professor Kimble was a staff attorney for the Michigan Supreme
Court and the Michigan Court of Appeals. He later practiced
law in Flint, Michigan, and joined the full-time faculty in 1984.
He is the editor in chief of The Scribes Journal of Legal Writing
and the longtime editor of the “Plain Language” column in the
Michigan Bar Journal. He has published dozens of articles on
legal writing and research, most recently a five-part series in the
Michigan Bar Journal called “Lessons in Drafting from the New
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.” He has written an acclaimed
book called Lifting the Fog of Legalese: Essays on Plain Language
and has lectured on writing to legal organizations in the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and
South Africa. As the drafting consultant to the
= Standing Committee on Federal Rules, he
i d led the redrafting of the Federal Rules of
§ % Civil Procedure and is now working on
-~ the Federal Rules of Evidence.
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COURSES

PROFESSOR KIMBLE TEACHES RESEARCH &
WVRITING AND ADVANCED RESEARCH & VWRITING.
HE DEVELOPED THE ORIGINAL COURSE FOR
INTRODUCTION TO LAw |.

BACKGROUND

PROFESSOR KIMBLE IS THE PAST PRESIDENT OF
THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION CLARITY,
SERVES AS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF SCRIBES
(THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LEGAL VVRITERS),
AND IS A FOUNDING DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER
FOR PLAIN LANGUAGE. IN 2000, HE WAS
NAMED A “PLAIN ENGLISH CHAMPION” BY
THE PLAIN ENGLISH CAMPAIGN, IN ENGLAND.
HE IS ONE OF THE FIRST PERSONS TO RECEIVE
THAT AWARD. IN 2007, HE WON THE FIRST
PLAIN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONAL
AWARD FOR BEING A “CHAMPION, LEADER,
AND VISIONARY IN THE INTERNATIONAL PLAIN-
LANGUAGE FIELD.” ALSO IN 2007, HE WON A
PRESTIGIOUS BURTON AWARD FOR REFORM
IN LAW FOR HIS WORK ON THE FEDERAL
RuLEs oF CiviL PROCEDURE.
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CoOLEY PROFESSORS PUBLISH
ON ToPICS RANGING FROM
FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION
TO THE FEDERAL RULES OF
CiviL PROCEDURE.

JosePH KIMBLE:

LIFTING THE FOG OF LEGALESE:

ESSAYS ON PLAIN LANGUAGE,
CAROLINA ACADEMIC PRESS

LESSONS IN DRAFTING FROM THE
NEW FEDERAL RULES OF CiviL PROCEDURE,
MICHIGAN BAR JOURNAL
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