
Professor Taylor comes to Cooley Law School with an 
extensive background in general corporate law, employment
law and labor relations, and litigation experience in federal and
state courts. Before joining Cooley in 2004, Professor Taylor
served as General Counsel for the Detroit Newspaper
Agency, in Detroit, Mich. In this position, held since 1989,
Professor Taylor was responsible for all legal activities 
for the Detroit News and the Detroit Free 
Press newspapers, as well as the Detroit 
Newspaper Agency. Professor Taylor’s most
recent scholarship, “The Detroit
Newspaper Strike:  A Template for
Employers On Preparing for and
Operating During a Labor Strike,” exam-
ines from an insider’s viewpoint the prece-
dent-setting Detroit 
newspaper strike. The article was published
in the summer 2008 issue of the Labor Law
Journal, one of the most prestigious labor law
publications in the country.

Professor

Cooley Law School 
has a faculty that has 
distinguished itself in
both scholarly achieve-
ment and the practice of
law. Each faculty member
has been selected for 
his or her academic 
background, coupled
with experience as a
practicing attorney.
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Education

PROFESSOR

B.S. WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, 1970
J.D. UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

LAW SCHOOL, 1973 

coursEs

PROFESSOR TAYLOR TEACHES CONTRACTS

AND SALES.

Background

PROFESSOR TAYLOR IS ACTIVE IN THE

WOLVERINE BAR ASSOCIATION, STRAKER

BAR ASSOCIATION AND HAS PARTICIPATED IN

NUMEROUS COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS BETWEEN

THOMAS M. COOLEY LAW SCHOOL AND

PONTIAC NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL.  

IN ADDITION, HE IS A MEMBER OF THE LAW

SCHOOL’S COMMITTEE ON PROFESSIONALISM,

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES AND HONOR

CODE.  PROFESSOR TAYLOR IS AN ADVISOR

TO THE BLACK LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

AND CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY.  FOR MANY

YEARS PROFESSOR TAYLOR HAS BEEN A MEMBER

OF THE OLD NEWSBOYS GOODFELLOW

FUND,  A PROJECT THAT COLLECTS MONEY

AND DISTRIBUTES FREE CLOTHING AND TOYS

TO NEEDY CHILDREN AT CHRISTMAS TIME

EACH YEAR.

John A.Taylor

“At Cooley, effective teaching using the 
classroom as the laboratory is not just a 
slogan. It’s a mission that we take seriously–
a mission that I try to remember every 
time I step before the class to teach.”
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COOLEY PROFESSORS PUBLISH

ON TOPICS RANGING FROM

FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION

TO THE FEDERAL RULES OF

CIVIL PROCEDURE.

John a. taylor:
2006-2007 SURVEY OF MICHIGAN LAW:
COMMERCIAL AND CONTRACT LAW, 
54 Wayne L. Rev. 85 (2008).


