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Cooley Law School

has a faculty that has
distinguished itself in
both scholarly achieve-
ment and the practice of
law. Each faculty member
has been selected for

his or her academic

background, coupled
with experience as a
practicing attorney.

Donald K.S. Petersen

Before coming to Cooley in 2005, Professor Petersen practiced with his own firm in
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He represented investors, entrepreneurs, professional athletes,
and closely-held companies in a variety of contractual, business, and real-estate matters.

After coming to Cooley, he represented three Russian investors who purchased the

third largest auction house in the world for $40 million in a transaction that the Wall
Street Journal covered. But teaching and helping students succeed remain his passion, and
he meets with numerous students virtually everyday. He taught Economics for two years
at Harvard University, and for seven years at Oakland University, in Rochester, Michigan.

And no matter what course he teaches, he emphasizes the real-world aspects of the
course. He wants his students prepared to actively practice law when they graduate.
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EDUCATION
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

B.A., GENERAL AND SPECIFIC HONORS,
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, 1986

J.D., cum LAUDE, HARVARD

Law ScHool, 1989

COURSES
PROFESSOR PETERSON TEACHES SECURED

TRANSACTIONS AND PROPERTY LAW. HE Is
ALSO THE FACULTY MENTOR FOR STUDENT

ORGANIZATIONS DEVOTED TO SPORTS LAW

AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW.

In the four years he has been at Cooley, Professor
Petersen has written nine publications, including:

BACKGROUND
PROFESSOR PETERSEN STARTED HIS ACADEMIC
CAREER AT LANSING COMMUNITY COLLEGE
BEFORE MOVING ON AND EVENTUALLY RECEIVING
HIS LAW DEGREE. HE HAS REPRESENTED NUMER-
OUS HIGH-PROFILE PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES IN A
VARIETY OF MATTERS, INCLUDING CONTESTING
DRUG-TESTING RESULTS. PROFESSOR PETERSEN
TEACHES SECURED  TRANSACTIONS  AND
PROPERTY LAW. HE IS ALSO THE FACULTY
MENTOR FOR STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
DEVOTED TO  SPORTS LAW  AND
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW. PROFESSOR
PETERSEN ALSO CONTINUES PERFORMING
STAND-UP COMEDY AND GIVING MOTIVA-
TIONAL TALKS AT COOLEY EVENTS AND AT
VENUES THROUGHOUT MICHIGAN AND THE
SURROUNDING STATES.

numerous pieces for Thomson/West treatises;
Chapters | and 2 in Cyber Liability and Insurance:
Managing the Risks of Intangible Assets, Cincinnati,
Ohio: The National Underwriter Co. (2009);
Hidden Security Interests: A Secured Transaction When
You Least Expect It, The Thomas M. Cooley Journal
of Practical and Clinical Law, v.10, Issue | (33-69);
and a chapter in “Sock It To ‘em Tigers: The Incredible
Story of the 1968 Detroit Tigers,” Hannover, Mass.: .
Maple Street Press (2008).

THE THOMASM.
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CoOOLEY PROFESSORS PUBLISH
ON ToPICS RANGING FROM
FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION

TO THE FEDERAL RULES OF
CiviL PROCEDURE.

DONALD K.S. PETERSEN:
CHAPTER 6: FORECLOSURE SALES & DISPOSITION,
IN RAYMOND NIMMERS, COMMERCIAL ASSET
BASED FINANCING, WEST GROUP (2009).
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