
Letter from the Alumni President

JEFF G. HAARER

Dear Alumni:

There are many people, including me, who will always search for that one event that is both personally
satisfying and socially beneficial, while at the same time staying within the limits of our budgets. The 2001
Thomas M. Cooley Alumni Memorial Scholarship Golf Outing satisfies these requirements.

Where else can alumni socialize with classmates, colleagues, professors, and administrators while playing
golf and enjoying a steak dinner? In addition, with a little luck (some say skill), one could be driving home in a
new Ford Explorer with a truckload of prizes. At the very least, the golfers have the opportunity to network with
some of the top members of the legal community while contributing to the development of the Alumni
Memorial Scholarship Fund. The cost of this event is $75 per person, but the entertainment value is priceless.

The Alumni Memorial Scholarship Golf Outing will be on Saturday, July 21, 2001, at the Wheatfield Valley
Golf Course near Williamston. Check-in time for the four-person scramble will be at 7:30 a.m. with the
shotgun start at approximately 8:00 a.m. The $75 registration fee includes 18 holes of golf and a cart, steak
dinner, and entry in the hole-in-one contest.

The 2001 Outing will be offering a second competition for the “Cooley Cup.”
The Alumni Association will present a traveling trophy to the law firm or associa-
tion, with at least three alum members, that has the lowest team score. The law firm
of Bernick, Radner & Omer, P.C., has the current bragging rights from the 2000
outing. However, with a new course, the Cooley Cup should be up for grabs in 2001.
I am sure that there are several other law firms and prosecutors’ offices that would
enjoy proof of their athletic prowess. I would also like to invite non-golfers to join
us for the steak dinner and festivities. We need golfers, volunteers, and prizes for the
golf outing, and hole sponsors. A golfer registration form is included with this
Benchmark.

Gifts to the Alumni Association are tax-deductible and go directly into the Thomas M. Cooley Alumni
Memorial Scholarship Fund. Income from the fund provides scholarships to Cooley students who have demon-
strated outstanding character, academic achievement, leadership, and community service.

Over the past seven years, almost all of the Alumni Memorial Scholarship Fund has been raised through this
alumni-sponsored golf outing. On March 15, 2001, the Alumni Association was proud to present a $1,950
check, equivalent to three credit hours, to Ruben Franco, Jr., the winner of this year’s Alumni Memorial
Scholarship.

Also of special note was the success of the 1976 Cooley Class Alumni Reunion. On January 13, 2001, the
Silver Anniversary gala was held in conjunction with the James Wilson Class graduation. This combination
created an exciting evening as current students had an opportunity to socialize and network with members of
Cooley’s first class while getting a first-hand glimpse of what the future may hold for them. A dinner and social
gathering were held after the graduation ceremony on the ninth and tenth floors of the majestic Cooley Center.
The plans for the Campbell Class Alumni Reunion are now in full swing.

If you have any questions regarding the golf outing, reunion, or other alumni activities, please contact
Darryl Parsell, Director of Alumni Relations at (800) 243-ALUM or leave a question on the alumni homepage
for Darryl or me at <www.cooley.edu>.


